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BOARD MEETING MINUTES — FEBRUARY 2020 

 

I. FSVAA Regular Board Meeting was held on Wednesday, February 19, 2020 

 Meeting was called to order at 7:01 pm at the Solano Town Center Gallery by Dennis M. Ariza, President. 

  In Attendance:   Dennis Ariza, Janet Barnes, Doug Cooper, Laura Klein, Kenneth Chew,  

   Robin Rossi, Cherol Ockrassa, Lucy Foldhazi, and JoRené Danel (via FaceTime) 

  Absent:  Dennis Sheil 

 A vote was taken to approve the January 2020 Minutes; all in favor; motion carried. 

 

II. Finance Report (Kenneth Chew) 

A. Ken Chew announced that our former Treasurer, Marci Cervantes, passed away on February 9. She truly 

enjoyed serving as a volunteer in this organization. She will be greatly missed by everyone. 

B. Ken distributed the Profit & Loss Statement dated January 2020 that showed a net income of  

$1,905.72. This profit is mostly due to the Membership renewals. 

 

III. Membership (Doug Cooper) 

A. Doug Cooper reported that we currently have 70 Members (4 are supporters, 2 are students and 10 are 

family members).  

B. Doug contacted everyone that hasn’t paid to date to give them an opportunity to renew their Membership.  

C. Dennis Ariza will be writing a letter to all those that haven’t paid to date. 

D. Dennis Ariza said in the past we didn’t remove inactive Members from the roster, but we are no longer 

doing that. 

 

IV. Ambassadors (Cherol Ockrassa) 

Cherol Ockrassa reported that we have 60 regular shifts, 1 new ambassador was trained, 28 ambassadors 

worked 1 shift, 7 ambassadors worked 2 shifts, 4 ambassadors worked 3 shifts, 1 ambassador worked 5 shifts; 

1 shift was missed or we were closed for lack of ambassadors. 

  

V. Lawler House Gallery (JoRené Danel via FaceTime) 

A. Homeless at Lawler House: Dennis Ariza said the City will no longer remove the homeless from 

properties, but it will be up to the property owners. Dennis will contact Public Works to see if something 

can be done about the homeless that has taken up residence on the LHG property.  

B. JoRené Danel reported that she is concerned that once the weather starts to warm up that it will be hard 

to get volunteers because the air conditioning is not working. JoRené said maybe we inquire if there’s 

another site in town that we can relocate to. She suggested that if we close the Lawler House Gallery and 

move the Lawler House Gift Shop to the STCG,  maybe we can open it 7 days a week. Dennis Ariza said 

he measured the back room at the STCG to see how the display cabinets would fit. 

C. Dennis Ariza said we should have a General Membership meeting about the situation with the Lawler 

House and the possibility of closing it and combining Galleries, with the Solano Town Center being the 

only location. We can lower membership costs to $35 a year. Ken Chew mentioned we should consider 

closing the Lawler House Gallery and he agreed that it’s more practical to have one Gallery. 

Cherol Ockrassa reported that we are down to 62 working members. Dennis Ariza will call tomorrow 

and schedule a meeting with the City Manager of Suisun City, Mr. Folsom and ask him if there is 

another location in town and also discuss the environmental and safety issues at the LHG. 

   

VI. Solano Town Center Gallery (Dennis Ariza) 

A. 4th Annual Student Art Show: Dennis Ariza said this Show opened today. Dennis completed hanging the 

new labels on the artwork today. 

B. Upon a suggestion by Dennis Ariza, Doug Cooper motioned to change the $50 President’s Award to a 

one-year student FSVAA membership. Robin Rossi seconded; all in favor; motion carried. 
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VII. FSVAA 

A. Social Media:  

(1) Lucy Foldhazi reported an increase in activity on our Facebook and Instagram pages.  

(2)  Lucy presented a sample of the new Honorable Mention Certificates for the Student Art Show. 

B. AOV 2020: Art on the Vine will be held on June 6-7, 10am to 5pm at BackRoad Vines.  

(1) Dennis Ariza is working on acquiring food trucks for this event. The Board unanimously agreed to 

pay G-Stacks $200 for $2,000 minimum sales.  

(2) The Board agreed to keep the pricing of the booth fees that same as in previous years, $85 for 

Members and $125 for Non-Members. 

(3) The Board unanimously agreed to have Dennis Ariza purchase two additional banners at a cost of 

$100 each (pricing includes PVC pipe and rebar). Dennis would like to cover more territory for 

advertising AOV.  

(4) JoRené Danel suggested that we look into the free advertising on the local cable channel. 

(5) Cherol Ockrassa mentioned that there is always enthusiasm around live art. We should have 

someone do plein air painting demonstrations. Cherol will be attending AOV, but not with her 

artwork but will be doing advertising from the street under a 6x6 popup booth, drawing on people to 

attend AOV. 

 

VIII.  Old Business 

A. Assist-A-Grad: Per Janet Barnes, Assist-A-Grad will be held in March 2020. The FSVAA will be 

donating two $300 scholarships. We will need three judges to interview high school students that apply 

for our scholarship. Janet Barnes reported that the cutoff to submit applications is March 5. 

B. Layaway Plan: Dennis Ariza has been working on a Layaway Plan; he will show us the paperwork he 

has done at the next Board Meeting. 

C. The Crush: The Crush will be held on October 3. This Art Festival will be incorporated with the Grand 

Opening at BackRoad Vines. 

D. Children’s Art Show, March 16-March 29: JoRené Danel reported that Wanda Williams invited 

Congressman John Garamendi, Senator Chris Dodd, the School Superintendent, and Assembly Member 

Jim Frazier to the Children’s Art Show. Wanda will be taking care of everything for the Reception on 

March 21, 3-5pm. There will be extended hours on Thursday, March 26, 5-7pm, for an art demo night — 

a night all about art and the students. There will be cash only sales of the artwork, like a trunk show. The 

goal is to let children know there are so many possibilities in art, and they have an appreciation for art. 

 

IX. New Business 

A. Lucy Foldhazi suggested that we need each Artist Member to submit their Bios (or update it) so 

they can be included in the notebook at the Solano Town Center Gallery. We should have one for 

each current Member.  

B. It was suggested by various Board Members that we hold classes for Members on how to write a 

Bio; how to know the difference in writing an Artist’s Bio and an Artist’s Statement; how to start 

your art business; how to handle finances and taxes as Artists. Dennis Ariza volunteered to contact 

a financial advisor. 

C. Dennis Ariza suggested that we have some of the local prisoners submit artwork for one of our 

Featured Artist displays. 

 

X. Next Meeting 

Board meetings are scheduled for the third Wednesday of the month. Board Members will be reminded of the 

next meeting via e-mail. 

 

XI. Adjournment 

Dennis Ariza adjourned the meeting at 8:33 pm. 

 

Prepared by Lucy Foldhazi, FSVAA Board Secretary 


