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BOARD MEETING MINUTES — JANUARY 2020 

 

I. FSVAA Regular Board Meeting was held on Wednesday, January 15, 2020 

 Meeting was called to order at 7:02 pm in the Solano Town Center Gallery by Dennis M. Ariza, President. 

  In Attendance:   Dennis Ariza, Janet Barnes, JoRené Danel, Doug Cooper, Kenneth Chew, Robin Rossi,  

   Cherol Ockrassa, Lucy Foldhazi 

  Absent:  Dennis Sheil 

  Guests: Adrienne Emmering, Robert Emmering   

 Doug Cooper motioned to approve the November 2019 Minutes; Cherol Ockrassa seconded; motion carried. 

 

II. Finance Report (Kenneth Chew) 

Ken Chew made a presentation of the income and expenses related to the FSVAA Juried Art Show held in 

November 2019 and of the FSVAA financial picture from the last several years. He will be providing 

Lucy Foldhazi (Board Secretary) requested copies of the Profit and Loss Statements for the months of 

October, November, and December for the record. 

 

III. Membership (Doug Cooper) 

Doug Cooper reported that we currently have 88 members (4 are supporters, 3 are students and 10 are family 

members). 

 

IV. Lawler House Gallery (JoRené Danel) 

A. Lawler House Sale: Dennis Ariza, JoRené Danel, and Doug Cooper met with the City Manager of 

Suisun City on January 9 and was notified that the Lawler House will soon be placed on the market for 

sale. They discussed the options available to the FSVAA prior to the building being placed on the 

market. The FSVAA Board Members voted unanimously to allow Dennis Ariza to move forward and 

put together a proposal package to present to all the FSVAA Members on everything involved for the 

FSVAA to buy the Lawler House, including financial requirements. 

B. Children’s Art Show: JoRené Danel reported that Wanda Williams is working to get teachers to sign up 

for student field trips to the Lawler House Gallery in March during the Children’s Art Show. 

C. 10-Year Anniversary: Cherol Ockrassa said the Lawler House Gallery reception went well; we had good 

attendance. At this reception, we presented a Certificate of Appreciation to Adrienne Emmering for all 

her hours of volunteering at the Gallery. 

D. Christmas on the Waterfront: Cherol Ockrassa manned an informational booth for FSVAA at the Suisun 

City Christmas on the Waterfront & Tree Lighting on Saturday, December 7. Cherol directed 45 people 

to visit the Holiday Boutique at the Lawler House Gallery. Unfortunately, it rained most of the day and 

the Holiday Boutique did not go as planned. 

E. Lately, the temperatures have been colder than normal, and it has been too cold for our volunteers to 

docent at the Lawler House Gallery. Unfortunately, we had to close the Gallery a few times. The 

space heater does not put out enough heat to keep the place warm. We need to find a solution. 
   

V. Solano Town Center Gallery (Dennis Ariza) 

A. 4th Annual Student Art Show: This art show is scheduled for February 19 to March 22. Intake will be 

Sunday, February 16. Per Dennis Ariza, we have received a few gift cards and donations from a few 

local grocery stores, and we will have food provided by local restaurants. Dennis Ariza has notified all 

the schools in the area via e-mail about the upcoming Student Art Show in February. Janet Barnes 

moved to approve that $1,500 from the General Fund be used for awards and expenses for the Student 

Art Show; Cherol Ockrassa seconded; motion approved. 

B. Art Classes: Dennis Ariza and Janet Barnes confirmed that her art class will be held in March. 

Dennis Ariza announced that Mona Lisa de Alba will be holding art classes for kids soon. 
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C. Chamber of Commerce: The Chamber of Commerce invited the FSVAA to attend a mixer at the Solano 

Town Center H&M Courtyard on Thursday, January 23 at 5:30pm. Dennis Ariza invited the Board 

Members to attend. 

  

VI. FSVAA 

A. Social Media: Lucy Foldhazi would like to see more of our members ‘like’ and ‘share’ our Facebook 

events onto their personal or business FB page. Lucy presented a sample envelope that we can tailor to 

our needs in order to attain more FSVAA supporters. Dennis Ariza will work on making a template 

using information from our website. 

B. Ambassador (docent) Report: Cherol Ockrassa stated that she sends out a monthly e-mail newsletter to 

all the Members informing them of ambassador needs for both Galleries, and ambassador statistics. Four 

new ambassadors were trained in November and three in December. Filling in ambassador openings for 

the Solano Town Center Gallery is our priority.  

C. Dennis has noticed an increase of visits to our website. 

 

VII.  Old Business 

A. Assist-A-Grad: Per Janet Barnes, Assist-A-Grad will be held in March 2020. The FSVAA will be 

donating two $300 scholarships. We will need three judges to interview high school students that apply 

for our scholarship. 

B. Visit Fairfield: Visit Fairfield markets and promotes events in the Fairfield area by providing 

information to visitors. Per Dennis Ariza, we will be joining Visit Fairfield and will be providing them 

information about the FSVAA. 

C. Layaway Plan: Dennis Ariza has been working on a Layaway Plan and will be forwarding information to 

the Board via e-mail. 

D. The Crush: The Crush will be held on October 3. This Art Festival will be incorporated with the Grand 

Opening at BackRoad Vines. Dennis Ariza will be scheduling a meeting at the end of September. 

E. AOV 2020: Art on the Vine will be held on June 6-7, 10am to 5pm at BackRoad Vines. Per Dennis, we 

are searching for a food truck for this weekend. 

 

VIII. New Business 

A. Treasurer Interviews: Two candidates applied for the position of FSVAA Treasurer. Both 

candidates were interviewed and were explained all the requirements for this position and the 

importance of it to the Association. The Board reviewed the applicants in a closed discussion, and 

selected Laura Klein as the new FSVAA Treasurer /Board Member in a unanimous vote, to 

replace Marci Cervantes who stepped down. 

B. Board Member-at-Large: Dennis Sheil submitted a written resignation as Board Member-at-Large. 

The Board decided to table discussions until the next Board Meeting. 

C. The Board voted unanimously to make Saturdays the last day of each art show and having all 

intake and pickups to be done on the following Sunday. We will begin this new schedule after the 

next show in each Gallery. 

 

IX. Next Meeting 

Board meetings are scheduled for the third Wednesday of the month. Board Members will be advised of the 

next meeting via e-mail. 

 

X. Adjournment 

Dennis Ariza adjourned the meeting at 9:44 pm. 

 

 

Prepared by Lucy Foldhazi, FSVAA Board Secretary 


